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Session I – Russia's war of aggression against Ukraine 
One year has passed since Russia launched its full-scale invasion of Ukraine, eight years after the 
aggression started with the illegal annexation of Crimea and Sevastopol, and the invasion of Donbas. 
Ukraine’s sustained ability to resist Russia’s invasion not only represents a defence of itself as a 
nation, but also of the rules-based international order, the EU and of values such as freedom, 
democracy, human rights and the rule of law, upon which the EU is based. It is thus of vital interest to 
the EU to maintain unity in order to continue to support Ukraine and put further pressure on Russia to 
stop its acts of aggression and unconditionally withdraw its troops and military equipment. 
 
A new phase in relations between the EU and Ukraine started in June 2022, when Ukraine and 
Moldova were granted candidate country status, at the same time as Georgia’s clear European 
perspective was recognised. This is both a confirmation of the decisive reform efforts that Ukraine has 
pursued in the last decade in the shadow of the Russian aggression, and a commitment to provide 
advice and support on the road towards EU membership. 
 
The Union is unwavering in expressing its solidarity with the people of Ukraine and its resolute 
support for Ukraine’s independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity, including Ukraine’s right to 
self-defence and to liberate occupied areas within its internationally recognised borders. Concrete 
expressions of this include:  

• the activation of the Temporary Protection Directive, for the purpose of offering temporary 
protection for everyone who is fleeing the war; 

• humanitarian aid to Ukraine, as well as to Moldova, which has taken great responsibility for 
the reception of refugees; 

• macro-financial assistance to the Ukrainian state’s ongoing liquidity needs, reparation of 
destroyed infrastructure, initial reconstruction and Ukraine’s EU integration; 

• Military support to Ukraine’s armed forces through the European Peace Facility (EPF) and the 
EU Military Assistance Mission in support of Ukraine (EUMAM Ukraine), which provides 
training with the purpose of strengthening the military capacity of the Ukrainian armed forces.  

In terms of size, Team Europe has mobilised almost EUR 20 billion to support Ukraine’s overall 
economic, social and financial resilience during the first year of the war. In addition, the EU has 
decided to grant EUR 18 billion in macro-financial assistance during 2023. The decision to provide 
military support from the European Peace Facility in 2022 comprises EUR 3.1 billion with an 
additional EUR 0,5 billion in early February 2023. 
 
As a complement to the support to Ukraine, the EU has agreed on a set of measures to put pressure on 
Russia to end the war. The most obvious are the sanctions which have been applied since 2014, and 
which have been successively extended during the year in collaboration with international partners as 
Russia has escalated the war, and also in response to involvement by Belarus and Iran. The sanctions 
target the Russian economy and individual people and units participating in Russia’s warfare. The 
purpose is to weaken Russia's economic base, erode its ability to finance the war and to burden those 
responsible with clear political and economic costs. The EU has also suspended the Visa Facilitation 
Agreement with Russia, issued guidelines for a strict interpretation of the Visa Code for Russian 
travellers and decided not to accept Russian travel documents from occupied areas in Ukraine and 
Georgia. 
 
An important measure alongside the sanctions involves counteracting impunity for war crimes and 
other serious crimes, including the crime of aggression. For this purpose, the EU has, among other 
things, decided to provide assistance to the investigation and prosecution of war crimes, and has 
launched a discussion on a special tribunal for the crime of aggression. 
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Furthermore, the EU and the member states are making significant efforts to counteract the negative 
global effects of Russia’s war, in particular the food crisis which has followed as a consequence of 
Russia’s blockade of Black Sea ports and attacks against Ukrainian agricultural holdings and grain 
stores. The phasing out of Russian fossil fuels from the member states’ energy supply is another area 
which has required substantial efforts, and which is also closely associated with the sanctions policies. 
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Session II – The Strategic Compass for Security and Defence - 
opportunities and challenges 
The European Union’s Strategic Compass for Security and Defence is the plan of action that is 
intended to guide the EU’s security and defence policy in the coming five to ten-year period. The 
Strategic Compass was adopted in March 2022, in light of an increasingly uncertain world order and a 
dramatically changed European security situation, following Russia’s war of aggression against 
Ukraine. The Strategic Compass is the result of a comprehensive threat analysis that was presented in 
2020, and described the threats and challenges facing the EU. 
 
The Strategic Compass describes how the European Union and its member states’ security and defence 
will be strengthened by concrete objectives and prioritised actions within four areas, or “pillars”: act, 
secure, invest and partner. 
 
ACT 

• Reinforce our civilian and military CSDP missions and operations by providing them with 
more robust and flexible mandates, promoting a rapid and more flexible decision-making 
process and ensuring greater financial solidarity, while also promoting close cooperation with 
European-led ad hoc missions and operations. We will strengthen our civilian CSDP through a 
new Compact allowing for a faster deployment, also in complex environments; 

• Develop an EU Rapid Deployment Capacity that will allow us to swiftly deploy up to 5,000 
troops into non-permissive environments for different types of crises; 

• Strengthen our command and control structures, in particular the Military Planning and 
Conduct Capability, and increase our readiness and cooperation through enhancing military 
mobility and regular live exercises, in particular for the Rapid Deployment Capacity. 

 
SECURE 

• Boost our intelligence capacities, such as the EU Single Intelligence and Analysis Capacity 
(SIAC) framework to enhance our situational awareness and strategic foresight; 

• Create an EU Hybrid Toolbox that brings together different instruments to detect and respond 
to a broad range of hybrid threats. In this context, we will develop a dedicated toolbox to 
address foreign information manipulation and interference;  

• Further develop the EU Cyber Defence Policy to be better prepared for and respond to 
cyberattacks; strengthen our actions in the maritime, air and space domains, notably by 
expanding the Coordinated Maritime Presences to other areas, starting with the Indo-Pacific, 
and by developing an EU Space Strategy for security and defence. 

 
INVEST 

• Spend more and better in defence and improve our capability development and planning to 
better address operational realities and new threats and challenges;  

• Seek common solutions to develop the necessary strategic enablers for our missions and 
operations, as well as next generation capabilities in all operational domains, such as high-end 
naval platforms, future combat air systems, space-based capabilities and main battle tanks;  

• Make full use of Permanent Structured Cooperation and the European Defence Fund to jointly 
develop cutting-edge military capabilities and invest in technological innovation for defence 
and create a new Defence Innovation Hub within the European Defence Agency. 

 
PARTNER  

• Reinforce strategic partnerships with NATO and the UN through more structured political 
dialogues as well as operational and thematic cooperation. We will also increase our 
cooperation with regional partners, including the OSCE, AU and ASEAN;  

https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/strategic_compass_en3_web.pdf
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/questions-and-answers-threat-analysis-%E2%80%93-background-strategic-compass_en
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• Boost cooperation with bilateral partners that share the same values and interests such as 
United States, Norway, Canada, UK and Japan. Develop tailored partnerships in the Western 
Balkans, our eastern and southern neighbourhood, Africa, Asia and Latin America; 

• Develop an EU Security and Defence Partnership Forum to work more closely and effectively 
with partners to address common challenges. 

 
In the foreword of the Strategic Compass, the High Representative of the European Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy and Vice-President of the European Commission, Josep Borrell, describes 
how the Strategic Compass differs from other initiatives in this area. The Strategic Compass provides 
concrete actions and deadlines with the aim of making progress measurable. It is also of great 
importance that the Compass has been established collectively across member states. The member 
states’ commitment and engagement with regard to the implementation work is key to being able to 
achieve the Compass’ high ambitions. 
 
The implementation of the Compass’ comprehensive plan of action brings about opportunities as well 
as challenges, including those associated with economic prerequisites and priorities, consensus on the 
EU’s role as an actor in security and defence policy, as well as relations with third countries and other 
organisations, in particular with NATO. How such challenges and opportunities are addressed as part 
of the common security and defence cooperation will be of crucial importance for the practical 
implementation of the Strategic Compass.  
 
 
  



 

 5 (7) 

Session III – The Arctic 
According to the frequently used political definition adapted in connection with the establishment of 
the Arctic Council, the Arctic includes the areas north of the Arctic Circle and the eight Arctic states, 
that is the three EU member states Denmark, Finland and Sweden, the two EEA countries Iceland and 
Norway, as well as Canada, Russia and the USA. 
 
Various forms of international cooperation have been developed in the Arctic since the 1990s. The 
Arctic Council, established in 1996, is the hub and includes the eight Arctic states and six 
organisations representing the Arctic Indigenous Peoples. Several non-Arctic states and organisations 
participate as observers. In the Barents region, the Barents Euro-Arctic Council also plays an 
important role, with participation by the five Nordic countries, the EU and Russia. The framework for 
cooperation in the European Arctic also includes the Northern Dimension, comprising the EU, Iceland, 
Norway and Russia. At parliamentarian level, cooperation is well established between the national 
parliaments in the Arctic Council member states and the European Parliament, through the Conference 
of Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region (CPAR). 
 
As a result of its full-scale war of aggression against Ukraine, Russia has made it impossible for the 
Arctic democracies to maintain cooperation with Russia in the various forums. Activities in these 
forums have therefore been limited since the invasion was launched. 
 
The Arctic has otherwise been described for many years as an area of low tension in a security policy 
perspective, with relatively favourable conditions for international cooperation. The focus has been on 
protection of the environment, sustainable development and an ambition to raise knowledge levels 
through extensive research measures. The climate is the greatest threat for the region, which is 
experiencing significantly more rapid warming than other parts of the globe. Rapid climate changes 
have made the Arctic’s extensive natural resources and transport routes more accessible, which has 
been a contributing factor to the increase in the region’s strategic and economic importance for both 
Arctic and non-Arctic states. Among the non-Arctic states that claim interests in the region, China 
occupies a special position. There is also a growing military presence in the Arctic, not least owing to 
increased Russian activity.  
 
Together, this has meant that the Arctic has, to an increasing extent, become an arena for growing 
geopolitical friction. The primary reason is, however, the deterioration in the global security policy 
situation, where conflicts in other parts of the world have repercussions on the Arctic region. With 
Russia’s self-inflicted isolation, the situation has increasingly come to liken the situation during the 
Cold War, when the Arctic represented a dividing line between countries in the West and the Soviet 
Union. 
 
The EU updated its Arctic policy in 2021, in the light of the new challenges and opportunities arising 
from the rapid developments in the Arctic and growing international interest in the region. The starting 
point for the policy is the threat from climate change and the risk of geopolitical competition and 
security policy tensions in the Arctic. As a result of these developments, the EU’s full engagement in 
Arctic matters has become a geopolitical necessity. The objectives of the EU’s strengthened 
engagement are to contribute to constructive cooperation for security and stability in the Arctic, to 
limit climate change and environmental degradation and to support sustainable development to the 
benefit of the Arctic’s inhabitants. The policy is firmly rooted in the Union’s values and principles, as 
well as the promotion of rules-based multilateralism and respect for international law, where the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea is of particular importance in an Arctic context. 
 
In view of the threat of climate change, the European Green Deal and especially measures for reduced 
emissions and clean energy have a central focus in the EU’s Arctic policy. As a result of global 
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warming in the Arctic, large reserves of hydrocarbons have become accessible for exploitation. At the 
same time, there is great potential for fossil-free energy and extensive assets in the form of rare earth 
minerals that can be utilised in the green transition, in combination with a policy for keeping oil, coal 
and gas in the ground. 


